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The First Internet Society Canada Chapter Symposium
September 24, 2015 (9:00 to 17:30*)
Shaw Centre, 55 Colonel By Drive, Ottawa, Ontario

Summary

We are pleased to announce the first-ever policy symposium to be held by Internet Society Canada Chapter (“ISCC”). Four distinct topic areas will be covered:

· Canadian Internet Law, Regulation and Policy Development: What challenges exist to the domestic Canadian Internet and how ISCC can help deal with them.
· What’s next for ICANN?: Improving the accountability of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (“ICANN”), the transition of Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (“IANA”) stewardship; and
· National Sovereignty:  The routing of domestic Canadian Internet traffic through the US, including consequences and alternatives;
· Policy Issues: A discussion of selected current Canadian Internet public policy issues.

Discussions on each topic will take place in a moderated panel format.
A light breakfast, lunch and two refreshment breaks are included.

*Note: A reception will take place on site after the symposium between 17:30 to 20:00.

The symposium is expected to be of significant interest to policy makers, industry leaders, academics, news media, individuals who are interested in examining the impact of the issues being addressed on Internet end-users, and other thought leaders. 

The symposium will be recorded and archived for future playback on the ISCC YouTube channel as well.











AGENDA

7:30 to 8:30 – Breakfast and Registration

8:30 to 8:35 – Welcome by Timothy Denton, Chair of ISCC 

8:35 to 9:00 – Opening address by William Sandiford, Executive Director of Toronto Internet Exchange (“TorIX”)

9:00 to 10:30 AM – Session 1: Influencing Canadian Internet Policies, Laws and Regulation
This session will examine how ISCC can influence the development of Canadian laws, regulation and public policy relating to the Internet to prevent harm to the Internet. We will discuss parliamentary, bureaucratic, regulatory and political aspects of the development of Internet laws, regulation and policy, as well as government relations strategies and tactics.

Panelists will include:
Moderator:  Timothy Denton, Principal at the Windermere Group and Chair of ISCC
· Bram Abramson, Chief Legal and Regulatory Officer, TekSavvy Solutions Inc.
· Lynne Hamilton, President of Local Consultants and President of ISCC
· Greg O’Brien, Editor and Publisher of cartt.ca

10:30 to 10:45 - Refreshment Break

10:45 to 12:15 – Session 2: ICANN Accountability and the Transition of IANA Stewardship
This session will examine the work that is currently being done to make ICANN more accountable to its stakeholders and to transition the IANA function stewardship away from the US National Telecommunications and Information Administration (“NTIA”) and why these issues matter to everyone. The session will start with a description of the structure and functions performed by ICANN, including the IANA function. The role of ICANN in the Internet multi-stakeholder governance model will be discussed, and the involvement of governments in Internet governance will be addressed. This background will then be used as the launching point for a discussion of how the evolution of ICANN and the transition of the IANA function can affect the openness, security, stability and resiliency of the Internet.

Panelists will include:
Moderator: Glenn McKnight, Assistant Treasurer of ISCC
· Karen Rose, Senior Director of Strategy and Research at the Internet Society (“ISOC”)
· Cathy Handley, Executive Director Government Affairs of the American Registry for Internet Numbers (“ARIN”)
· Alan Greenberg, Chair of At-Large Advisory Committee (“ALAC”) of ICANN and member of the Cross Community Working Group (“CWG”) of ICANN
· Allan MacGillivray, Senior Policy Advisor to the President at the Canadian Internet Registration Authority (“CIRA”)

12:15 to 13:30 – Lunch and keynote speech by Byron Holland, President and CEO of CIRA


13:30 to 15:00 – Session 3: Securing our Internet Traffic 
This session will examine the legal, regulatory and policy issues related to the practice of routing Canadian domestic Internet traffic through the US. The session will examine the extent and consequences of the practice and alternatives to the practice. 

Panelists will include:
Moderator: Christian Tacit, Founder of Tacit Law and Vice-Chair and Corporate Secretary of ISCC
· Christopher Parsons, Postdoctoral Fellow, Citizen Lab at the Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto
· William Sandiford, Executive Director of the Toronto Internet Exchange Community (“TorIX”)
· J.G. Harrington, Attorney at Cooley LLP
 
15:00 to 15:15 – Refreshment Break

15:15 to 17:15 - Session 4: Internet Policies and Protecting the Interests of End-Users 
This session will examine a number of public policy issues being debated in Canada and their impact on the interests of end-users, including:
· Net neutrality and the proposal of the Quebec government to require Internet service providers to block certain online gaming websites
· The tension between Internet openness / the protection of privacy and national security / law enforcement
· Broadband access as a basic service
· The roles of competition and regulation in the provision of Internet access

Panelists will include:
Moderator:   Dr. Sam Lanfranco, ISCC Director
· Timothy Denton, Principal at the Windermere Group and Chair of ISCC
· Jeremy Depow, Executive Director of Canada’s Digital Policy Forum
· Michael Geist, Canada Research Chair in Internet and E-Commerce Law and Law Professor at the University of Ottawa
· Geoffrey White, External Counsel, Public Interest Advocacy Centre
· Christian Tacit, Founder of Tacit Law and Vice-Chair and Corporate Secretary of ISCC

17:15 to 17:25 – Address by representative of TekSavvy Solutions Inc.

17:25 to 17:30 – Closing address by Lynne Hamilton, President of ISCC

17:30 to 20:00 – Reception
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