Internet Society RTP Chapter Application
A. Proposed name of the Chapter
Internet Society Research Triangle Chapter
 
B. Community of Interest the Chapter will serve
The “Research Triangle” located in North Carolina, covering the tri-city area of Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill. This includes North Carolina State University, Duke University, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This area also includes the Research Triangle Park and associated businesses.

 
C. Purpose and scope of Chapter
There is a very large volume of students, professionals, researchers and technical businesses in the Triangle area that is not adequately represented by the existing Internet Society chapters. The chapter will allow for local meetings among these groups, and serve as a base of operations for further outreach in the southeastern United States.

The southeastern US has a unique set of challenges related to the Internet Society objectives that are not currently represented by existing chapters, including:

1. A higher degree of poverty than the rest of the nation.
 The reduction of poverty not only an issue that is itself addressed by the Internet Society mission, but this high degree of poverty makes internet access less available, less affordable, and less reliable and there is far less choice to internet consumers in the South.

2. A larger population of African Americans, who are not only more likely to be poor and to not have internet access
, but are generally underrepresented in internet policy debate and creation.
 

Having a local location for coordinating activities is essential for low income groups that could most benefit from the debates about internet access occurring today. Addressing the serious issues of poverty and race in the South aligns with the strategic objective of “Empowering people to achieve human potential through unencumbered Internet use”.

 
D. Outline of key priorities for the first year of Chapter
The priorities of the chapter during the first year will be aligned with the ISOC 2014 business plan
 objective of “Strategic Partnership and Alliances”. 

1. Polling on knowledge of current Internet Society issues. Public education campaign consisting of talks given on college campuses and at community centers. Post campaign polling to determine effectiveness.

2. Establishment of contacts and sponsorships from local universities and businesses and organizations.
 
E. Founding members of the Chapter
Joshua Lynden Price (jlprice3@gmail.com)
Tanwee Gandhi (tanwee29@gmail.com) 

Divya Murugesan (dimuruge@ncsu.edu)

F. List of supporters and partner organizations
We will be recruiting educators from the Triangle area universities, and local technology businesses. This will include Dr. Souza de Silva
, who is the director of the Communication, Rhetoric and Digital Media program at NC State University and Hoang Pham who is a Cross Functional Operations Manager with Cisco Systems, who has already expressed interest in working with the chapter.
 G. Membership
We will be recruiting members from the student bodies of the local state universities, professionals located and working in the local technology businesses of the Triangle, from civil societies such as the NC NAACP and EveryoneOn (http://everyoneon.org/) and the local government. Recruitment drives will be scheduled on campuses at the start of each semester and once a year during membership drives targeting cooperating organizations and partners.
 
H. List of requirements
In North Carolina, an Unincorporated Nonprofit Association is not required to pay any fees or register with the NC Secretary of State, according to Chapter 59B
 of the NC General Statutes.

 
I. Additional information
Although we do not currently have the required 25 members. This is a draft application to signal our intention to form the chapter. We anticipate reaching the required number of members easily once we start advertising for them.

 
J. Your contact information
Joshua Lynden Price

4407 Hopson Road, Morrisville, NC 27560

Cell: (919) 914-1011

Employer: Cisco Systems

Email: jlprice3@gmail.com
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