

In 2012, the ITU will host the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT), the first ever WCIT treaty level conference to be held under the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).
WCIT is tasked with reviewing and updating the 1988 International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs).  The current ITR treaty text establishes general principles relating to the provision and operation of international telecommunication.  They were designed to facilitate global interconnection and interoperability of telecommunication infrastructure, underpin the harmonious development and efficient operation of technical facilities, and promote the efficiency and availability of international telecommunication services between countries. 

WCIT and proposed modifications to the treaty text could have major implications for the Internet and its future as the today’s communications infrastructure evolves.  In particular ITR “internet” text proposed by governments is not often reviewed in ways that are open, participatory and transparent following the multi-stakeholder consultative process that involves input from the internet Community.   

National-level preparations for the WCIT provide a critical opportunity for governments to demonstrate their commitment for the open multi-stakeholder consultative process.  We, the [INSERT CHAPTER NAME] Chapter of the Internet Society encourage the [INSERT GOVERNMENT NAME] government to provide an open, participatory, and transparent process to prepare for the WCIT.  We believe this is essential if the WCIT outcomes are to contribute positively to the health and continuing evolution of the open Internet.

The [INSERT CHAPTER NAME HERE] Chapter of the Internet Society is committed to supporting multistakeholder Internet policy development and looks forward to working with the [INSERT GOVERNMENT NAME HERE] in order to apply these principles to the WCIT preparatory process.  We would be happy to contribute to this activity and to be a resource for the government in the coming months as the ITU process unfolds. 





