The Internet Society prepares for the International Telecommunication Union World Conference on International Telecommunications 2012:

Reaching out to your government – you can be part of making a difference!

Introduction:

In 2012, the International Telecommunication Union is hosting a treaty conference called the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) that could result in fundamental changes to core aspects of the Internet – including the architecture, content, business relationships, and security. There are countries that envision this treaty conference as an opportunity to assert government control over the Internet in the same way that they have controlled the telecommunications networks for decades. The Internet Society is deeply concerned that this global regulatory approach will cause irreparable harm to the Internet and compromise the stability, resiliency and interoperability of the network that the world depends upon. 

ITU treaties are, in the end, negotiated by ITU Member States.  As a result, industry and civil society participation will be extremely limited as the negotiations progress.  Therefore, ISOC Chapters have an important role to play at the national level to advocate core Internet principles to governments and to help ensure that government participants at the ITU are well prepared to work in support of an open, global and interoperable Internet.  We hope that this guide will provide some insights into the WCIT preparatory process and some ideas for how Chapters can engage with local policy makers in the run-up to the WCIT. 


.
Background

On 03-14 December 2012, the ITU will host a treaty conference in Dubai called the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT).  The WCIT will bring together 193 ITU Member States to update and amend the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs), a treaty that has not been reopened since 1988.  The ITRs of 1988 set some basic rules of the road for global telecommunications and include provisions related to taxation, safety of life, charging and accounting and other aspects related to the exchange of telecommunications traffic across borders. 

Clearly, global communications has changed dramatically since 1988, particularly with the rapid deployment of the Internet around the world.  Unfortunately, some countries think that the WCIT should be used as an opportunity to include operational, architectural, content, and security aspects of the Internet into a global government treaty.  Proposals to the treaty conference have touched on a range of topics including: 

· Making ITU standards mandatory 

· Legal norms for Cybersecurity

· Quality of service

· Charging and accounting, including taxation

· Interconnection and interoperability

· Allocation of critical resources including IP addresses

Internet Society engagement:
The Internet Society is a Sector Member of the ITU and will have an opportunity to participate in the preparations for the Conference.   To help guide and scope our engagement, we have crafted the following charter: 
As a sector member of the ITU-T and ITU-D, ISOC will engage in the preparations for the WCIT in order to provide technically-sound advice concerning Internet networking and policy.  We want the outcomes of the WCIT to contribute positively to the health and continuing evolution of the open Internet. In order to achieve that goal, ISOC will engage its extensive network of ISOC members and like-minded organizations to provide informational materials, advice, positions and on-line support to government delegates involved in the negotiations.

The Internet Society is preparing fact sheets and documents focusing on the WCIT issues as they develop, and we will post this material in multiple languages in a special section on our web site. Beginning with a background paper, these documents aim to inform government officials and other WCIT attendees about the importance and possible impact of issues under discussion for the future of the Internet. The papers will address Internet addressing/IPv6, Internet standards, cybersecurity, privacy, and other issues for the conference.

As an Internet Society member, you can help to get this information to your government officials during the preparatory process leading up to the Conference, so that they will have a better understanding of these issues when they take part in negotiations.  We hope that Chapters can help us identify areas and topics that would benefit from more information and explanation from the Internet Society.

National Processes

The preparations for this conference will be complex and the negotiations themselves will be open for input from ITU Member States only.  However, the proposals for changes to the treaty already indicate that the results of this conference could have far reaching impact on the global Internet community of users, businesses, and governments.  

Therefore, one of the most important messages for the Internet Society to deliver is to encourage governments to stand up an open and participatory national process to prepare for the WCIT.
Some governments have established mechanisms to consult their citizens on ITU matters; others have not. Thus, the first step will be to find the government department that represents your country at the ITU. The ITU web site has a complete list of its Member States available by clicking here. After selecting the name of the Member State you are looking for, you will find a list of the government agencies responsible for ITU matters (called MINISTRY or ADMIN), national regulators (ADMIN RELATED/REGULATOR), as well as the Sector or Associate Members from that country, and any other accredited organizations.  These are individuals and organizations that you may wish to reach out to.

Once you have identified the right government agency to contact, the best approach is probably to write an email to the contact person directly, identifying yourself as an Internet Society member, and explaining that you are aware of the WCIT, and would like to participate in the national process to prepare for the WCIT.  In some cases, governments may not have established a preparatory process – in this case, Internet Society members should encourage their government to create a preparatory process that is as open to as many Internet stakeholders as possible.   If a process is already underway, this is an excellent opportunity to help shape national positions and help inform your government about the key issues at the WCIT that may impact the Internet.

This is an important message for your government to hear. As outlined in Internet Society’s background paper on the WCIT, the topics being discussed for inclusion in the International Telecommunication Regulations have the potential to strongly impact the future of the Internet. You can help to ensure that your government’s preparations for the WCIT are well informed, so that they can make good decisions and encourage the growth of the Internet for all.

ISOC as a Source of Information

You may also wish to provide some background information about the WCIT and as the process develops, about key issues under discussion at the WCIT. 

You should reference the URL for the Internet Society material on the web site, which is: www.internetsociety.org/itr.  Here you will find background information on the WCIT, a timeline of key events and, as the negotiations progress, information and resources about the various Internet issues.

You may also wish to offer briefings and / or symposia on particular topics of interest to your national government or local Internet community.  The WCIT will address a number of very technical Internet issues and government delegations may benefit from more in-depth discussion of some of these topics.  This is an opportunity for Chapters to identify technical experts from the local Internet community, including academia, industry and civil society and bring them together with government representatives to dig a bit deeper into key issues related to the Internet that are important for your government.

Keep in touch!!

If you do reach out to your government, please let us know by writing to wentworth@isoc.org.   We would like to know what you’re hearing at the national level and will do our best to share insights with you from around the globe.  Collaboration and coordination between ISOC and ISOC Chapters will be essential for our effectiveness!

Further, if you think it would be good for Internet Society staff to meet with the officials you speak to while they are in Dubai for the Conference, we would be keen to do so.  Please be sure to send their full name and contact details to wentworth@isoc.org. 

Please also let us know if you find this document useful, or if you have any suggestions about how it could be improved. Internet Society staff is eagerto work with chapters and members to make a difference in the world’s Internet policy framework. Your feedback on his document is an important component of that effort.


ISOC Resources for WCIT: 

ISOC ITRs website:

www.internetsociety.org/itrs
Timeline of key WCIT-related events:

http://internetsociety.org/itrtimeline
Background on the ITRs: http://internetsociety.org/background-international-telecommunication-regulations
Tools for Educating and Influencing Policymakers
English - Español - Français (PDF)
Note:  ISOC has developed a draft letter that Chapters may wish to send to governments to encourage them to create an open and participatory national preparatory process for WCIT.   You may wish to use this text and to adapt it to your local context.  See Annex 2.





In short, this is a critical event for the Internet and it is critical that all Internet stakeholders engage with their governments to help them achieve an outcome at the WCIT that advances rather than harms the global Internet








