Internet Society staff plans for the ICANN Sydney meeting

June 20-26, 2009
(Ver. 15-06-09)
Launch of the Australia-NZ Internet Best Practice Awards, and Internet Governance Forum discussions (Saturday, 1300 - 1730)

I have been helping auDA to organize the second portion of the event, and will be speaking in the session on the future of IGF.  Raj Singh is speaking on national and regional IGFs. (see program attached)

Governmental Advisory Committee (throughout the week)

I follow GAC discussions to have an understanding of the issues governments see as important, and to understand the positions they take on a range of issues.  That helps ISOC’s efforts to work with governments, and to provide advice and briefings through informal and formal channels both in ICANN and in other contexts.

SSAC Open Meeting (Monday  08:00 - 09:00)
This session is the public presentation of the work of the Security and Stability Advisory Committee (SSAC), which is primarily concerned with security and stability issues of the Internet's naming and address allocation systems.  ISOC commented on the recent review of SSAC, and a staff member is on the Committee (see http://www.icann.org/en/announcements/announcement-21may09-en.htm and http://www.isoc.org/pubpolpillar/community/icann_20090423.shtml ). 

New gTLD update (Monday 1100-1230)
This will provide a status report on the new gTLD process.  ISOC has not yet taken a position on this, but we are watching how it develops, because we believe that getting a balanced and technically sound policy in place for introducing new gTLDs is critical for the stability of the Internet (see http://www.icann.org/en/announcements/announcement-2-31may09-en.htm). 

Joint SO/AC public meeting (Monday 1400 - 1600)

Representatives from across the organization meet to discuss a pressing topic and increase understanding of different perspectives across the community.  The SO/AC meeting is intended to create a forum that could break through the silos of discussion and communication in which ACs and SOs often operate – a mechanism that ISOC recommended in its comments to the US government in the recent Notice of Inquiry.  The topic has yet to be announced.  This is where discussion of the new CEO and possibly the future of the JPA could come up.

IDN ccTLD Fast Track (Monday 1600 - 1930) This session will focus on the ongoing implementation efforts of the IDN ccTLD Fast Track Process. Topics such as details of the application process; relationship between the IDN ccTLD managers and ICANN; financial contributions; and IDN Tables and variant management will be the core focus.  These are the remaining topics to be finalized before the Fast Track process can go live. ICANN staff is looking for further discussions on these topics.  ISOC strongly supports the introduction of IDN TLDs, and in general of multilingual capacity on the Internet (see http://icann.org/en/announcements/announcement-31may09-en.htm). 
WhoIs Data Accuracy Study update (Wednesday 0900 – 1030)

At the request of the community, ICANN has undertaken a study of domain name Whois contact information accuracy.  The workshop will provide info about the progress of ICANN's WhoIs Data Accuracy Study.  Both the GNSO and the GAC found the WhoIs policy highly contentious over the past several years.  This study is intended to provide factual information to ICANN consituencies and the Internet community regarding the accuracy of Whois data in the Whois database. Worshop attendees will have an opportunity to ask questions concerning the verification methodology, the domain name sampling plan and other details relevant to the study.  This is important to ISOC in the context of trust and confidence in the Internet.  Ref: http://www.icann.org/en/announcements/announcement-2-05jun09-en.htm 

DNSSEC Workshop (Wednesday 0900 - 1230)
The SSAC will provide an update on activities pertaining to the introduction of the DNSSEC.  ISOC recently sent detailed comments advocating timely and careful implementation of the DNSSEC to a US government Notice of Inquiry, setting out our view of why DNSSEC is important and offering implementation advice.  Last week the US and ICANN issued press release about an interim implementation (see http://www.icann.org/en/announcements/announcement-2-03jun09-en.htm), which will likely be discussed during this workshop.

Improving Institutional Confidence workshop (Wednesday 1230 - 1530)
This workshop will present and discuss actions needed to improve institutional confidence in ICANN, as the completion of the JPA approaches in September 2009.  ISOC has commented and provided advice several times during the life of this process.  A document outlining the way forward was recently posted to the ICANN web site at http://www.icann.org/en/jpa/iic/iic-the-way-forward-31may09-en.pdf -- it is likely the session will include discussion of the JPA NOI.

Internet Security, Stability & Resiliency Plan consultation (Wednesday 1400 - 1530)
This will be a public presentation and consultation on the ICANN "Plan for Enhanced Internet Security, Stability and Resiliency," which is obviously a priority for ISOC activities.  The current version of the plan is well thought out and in line with ICANN’s remit.  ISOC is not planning to comment in the consultation.  (see: http://www.icann.org/en/public-comment/#ssr).
Board Review: presentation final working group report (Wednesday 1600 – 1730)
The Board review Working Group will present in Sydney its second interim report. This report concludes on a number of issues, leaving open for further discussion some topics requiring further analysis (see http://www.icann.org/en/announcements/announcement-2-09jun09-en.htm). 

Internet Governance workshop (Thursday 1300 - 1430)
This workshop is intended to provide information to the ICANN community on the status of planning for the 4th IGF, including the review of the successes and future of the IGF.  ISOC staff and members are active at all levels in the IGF.  This event will be an opportunity to learn the views of ICANN participants, which can be helpful for our own planning process.

Abuse of the DNS forum (Thursday 1430 - 1800)
The Forum provides an opportunity to discuss recent developments related to abuse of the DNS, and to explore topics explored and recommendations originating from the E-Crime and Abuse of the DNS Forum held in Mexico City, such as consumer protection, and enhancing cooperation between ccTLDs and the law enforcement communities.  This is essentially an educational event.
