SUBJECT:  [report] ISOC's engagement in the Fourth ITU World Telecommunication Policy Forum, Lisbon, 21-24 April 2009

ISOC participated in the ITU World Telecommunication Policy Forum, held in Lisbon, Portugal, from April 21 to 24.  WTPF attracted over 700 delegates from 126 countries, including 33 Ministers, to discuss a range of opinions that had been prepared over the last 10 months by an “Informal Experts’ Group” advising the ITU Secretary General.  ISOC staff participated considerably as a Member of the Informal Experts Group.  After 4 days of speeches and occasional discussion, the documents plus a brief report from the Chairman were approved and issued in a document called “the Lisbon Consensus.” <http://www.itu.int/md/S09-WTPF-C-0004/en>

BACKGROUND:

ISOC is a Sector Member of the ITU.  Our status enables us to participate in preparations for, and programs of, many ITU activities.  (Details on our involvement with the ITU can be found on the ISOC web site at the following URL: <http://www.isoc.org/pubpolpillar/community/itu.shtml>.)

ISOC, led by the Strategic Global Engagement (SGE) team, played an active role in the development of the WTPF and ultimately at the Forum itself, because the proposed agenda included a range of topics related to the Internet: convergence, next-generation networks, emerging telecommunication policy and regulatory issues, and the International Telecommunication Regulations.  The proposal to hold a World Telecommunications Policy Forum in 2009 emerged from the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference, as a way of bringing contentious negotiations on Internet governance to a conclusion.

Through the lengthy preparations, ISOC staff participated in the Informal Exert Group (IEG) preparing the Secretary-General’s Report.  Constance Bommelaer, Frédéric Donck, and Bill Graham contributed to the preparations for the Forum through oral and written comments on the Secretary General's report, as well as on the draft Opinions contributed by ITU Member States. During this preparatory phase, the staff team also engaged with Chapter delegates and with the Advisory Council.  Two conference calls were held and written documentation was provided to Members (http://www.isoc.org/pubpolpillar/community/wtpf_20090424.shtml ) to brief them on ISOC’s objective and the possible outcomes of the Forum.  Members’ comments also helped to develop ISOC’s informational materials. 

ISOC ACTIVITIES:

The Standards and Technology and SGE teams produced a series of fact sheets about the Internet that were submitted to the ITU to help shape discussions of the four themes of the Forum.  These fact sheets were published in five languages (English, French, Spanish, Chinese, and Arabic).  The fact sheets were distributed to ISOC members along with information describing the WTPF, offering suggestions for how members can identify leaders of their national delegations, and suggestions on how to work with them.  Members were also encouraged to provide their national delegations  with the fact sheets and to highlight for them the importance of promoting an open Internet.

The SGE team also led a large ISOC delegation, including CEO Lynn St. Amour and CITO Leslie Daigle.  Lynn delivered a formal speech that can be found at <http://www.isoc.org/pubpolpillar/community/wtpf_lsa-speech_20090422.shtml>.   Gerard Ross provided communications support, including outreach to the press and issuing a press release highlighting Lynn’s speech.

ISOC also held face-to-face meetings with various heads of delegations (e.g., Congo, UK, France, US).  We used these meetings to answer questions and to explain the importance of the Internet model as well as the importance of the open, collaborative approach to standards development and other issues that arose during the Forum.   Mat Ford (S&T) took advantage of the Forum to further discussions about appropriate allocation methods for IP addresses, and to share views about responses to the ITU questionnaire on IPv6. The forum was also the occasion to coordinate with Internet organizations such as ICANN and the RIRs.  

As a result of ITU’s fellowship program, a large number of high-level delegations from developing countries, particularly Africa, took part in the Forum.  

ISOC’s Public Policy team (Frédéric Donck and Christine Runnegar) and head of the Africa Bureau, Dawit Bekele, used their presence as a unique opportunity to meet with approximately 20 African delegations at Ministerial and Department Head level to reinforce existing relationships, and to build new relationships for future collaborative regional projects and, in particular, to engage with policymakers on the many regional projects which the public policy team is currently leading in Africa.  They also used the opportunity to promote the first African Regional Internet Leadership Forum for Ministers and leaders to be held in Cairo on 29 and 30 September 2009. 

ISOC took advantage of a number of occasions to intervene to emphasize its core messages about the importance of the Internet model and support for well-established, open and transparent Internet standards development and other organizations.  We also encouraged the ITU Secretariat General to continue opening its conferences to all interested stakeholders, and broadening participation, beyond its Member States and Sector Members, to civil society, the Internet community and the research community. We argued that there is an overarching need to develop multi-stakeholder forums that can involve knowledgeable, interested, and capable people in crafting solutions that enhance the strength of the Internet as a vital tool for communication and innovation. 

ASSESSMENT:

In participating in the WTPF, ISOC’s objective was to influence the drafting of the Secretary General’s Report and the Opinions, and also to ensure the debates were well informed.  By joining the Informal Experts Group, we were successful referencing ISOC, the IETF and the RIRs in several draft Opinions.  During the WTPF debates, we succeeded in getting a reference to the ITU definition of NGN included in the text during the discussions in Lisbon, against some resistance.  This is very important in the ITU context because it helps to establish boundaries for future discussions of NGN.  We learned from an intervention by the Chair of ITU-T Study Group 13 that those boundaries are being expanded under the rubric of “Future Networks” (see for example http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com13/sg13-q21.html>).  ISOC and the IETF will want to monitor how this activity may impact upon the work of Internet standards organizations. We heard from several delegations that they had read and appreciated the fact sheets that we provided.

We were able to meet with a large number of delegations and explain why it is important to respect and engage with I* organizations, rather than assuming the ITU should perform functions already successfully managed by existing organizations.  And finally, ISOC and allies from the RIRs and ICANN made our presence visible in an organized way.  In the context of the series of meetings coming up in the next 3 years that could impact on the Internet and it’s governance, our contributions here were a valuable starting point.

The Internet Society has developed a framing statement for involvement with the ITU.  It says: “ISOC engages with the ITU in areas where it makes sense to support their activities to advance the Internet, while working to create awareness of different and complementary activities taking place in the Internet ecosystem. We are always working to ensure that the Internet ecosystem continues to evolve to support a usable and useful open Internet.”

Consistent with that framing statement, the ISOC presence at WTPF was positive and builds a foundation for future engagement with the ITU in the critical period building up to the 2012 conference on the International Telecommunications regulations.

