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Students of Moi Girls Nairobi get ready to surf the net shortly after the launch of an 'Internauts' Club at the school at the weekend. 
Photo by Charles Kamau 
The first concrete steps towards getting secondary schools connected to the Internet were taken over the weekend when Moi Girls Nairobi launched an Internauts' Club. 

Conceptualised by the Internet Society of Kenya (ISOC) the idea of "Internauts" or Internet users is expected to roll out to other schools countrywide in line with the government's stated commitment to have all secondary schools connected to the net by 2010 and primary schools by 2015. 

"The net is a double-edged sword" said Mr Alex Gakuru of ISOC, during the launch. "The net is a goldmine of knowledge and entertainment but also contains a lot of undesirable content for young impressionable minds." 

Discussing the day's theme, "Safe Internet for Children" , Mr Gakuru said the society was already working on an Internet security survival kit that would keep children away from adult content sites. "A simplified version of the kit will soon be available for free downloads from the ISOC Kenya project website." 

The launch at Moi Girls' Nairobi was also attended by other schools from Nairobi who are either preparing to start computer programmes or have already done so including Jamhuri High School, Nairobi School, Highway Secondary School, Dagoretti Mixed Secondary School and several primary schools. 

Other free programmes in the net that can automatically block children from undesirable websites include Kid Defender, which can be downloaded for free from www.kiddefender.com . 

The word Internaut has been used by the inventors of the Internet Dr Vint Cerf and Dr Robert Kahn to describe users. 

The Internet, says Mr Gakuru, is a huge technological achievement, promising great benefits to society in general and to children and young people in particular, especially in education and entertainment.  

"However, as with many new or emerging technologies, the Internet has brought unfamiliar problems. Some of these can create potential dangers for children and, while we do not want to exaggerate dangers, they do exist."  




